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CHAPTER 35

The Second World War

t939

I ()-10

Time Line

Germany invades poland

Great Bri tain and France declare war on
Germany

The Germans conquer Denmark and Norway
The Germans overrun the Netherlands, Belgium,
and Luxembourg

Italy enters the war as Germany's ally
France signs an armisdce with Germany
The German Luftwaffe begins rhe Battle of
Britain
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1941

1942

1943

t944

The Italians invade Egypt and Greece

The Germans send Rommel's Afrika Korps to

North Africa

The Germans ovelrun Yugoslavia and Greece

GermanY invades the Soviet Union

The JaPanese attack Pearl Harbor

The Red Army defeats the Germans in the Battle

of Moscow

The Japanese nke the Philippines and advance

into Southeast Asia

American marines land on Guadalcanal '

i.tl""G rne islano-hopping campaign in the

Pacific

American and British forces land in French North

Alrica

Roosevelt and Churchill meet at Casablanca

The Battle of Stalingrad ends in a German defeat

German and Italian forces in Tunisia sunender to

ttre Allies

American and British troops invade Sicily and

Italy

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Teheran

The Western Allies launch the invasion of

NormandY

General Douglas Macfuthur's troops land in $e

PhiliPPines

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Yalta

GermanY surrenders
1945

The Second World War zttl

The last of the wartime Big Three conferences
meets in Pomdam

Japan surrenders

The Second World War was truly
years, from 1939 to 1942, the A
Japaw-won a series of impressive
Asia, and the pacific. Thei the tidt
the United States, Great Brirain, an
to victory.

Hitler's March of Conquest, 1939_1940
The Polish Campaign

The Second World War begar
on September l,1939, and rhe Bri
on Germany two days later. In t
Cermans demonstrated the effectiv
war") technique, the use of tanks ar
ln less than a month, poland was cl
with Hitler, Stalin invaded poland fi
thc end of the month, the Germans and Soviets partitioned poland.
'l 'he Soviet Sphere of fnfluence

While the Soviets stood apart from the main conflict, they movedto cstablish a sphere of influenie in Eastern fu.ope.
On November 30, 1939, the Sc

rrtlitinst. Finland. While the Finns rer
tror, they could not repel the overu
Wlrcn tho war ended in March 1940
I tr,(X)0 square miles of territory to th€
rr, ru lhe Soviet city of Leningiad.

Irr the spring of rg4',the soviets annexed the Baltic states (Estonia,



Latvia, and Lithuania). They also forced Rumania to cede the province

of Bessarabia.

The Phony War

Hitler's Scandinavian CamPaign

On April g,1940, the Germans invaded Denmark and Norway'

This move into Scandinavia was designed to provide a secure route for

the shipment of iron ore from neutral Sweden through Norway's coastal

Daladier (1884-1970) as France's premier'

The War in the West, 1940

On May 10, 1940, Hitler's long-awaited assault on Western Europc

began, as the Germans overan Luxembourg and invaded the Nether'

lands and Belgium. The attack on the low Countries outflanked thc

Maginot Line.

Surrender of the Netherlands and Belgium

Onceagain,theGerman'Blitzkriegprovedinesistible'TheNethcr'

The Second World War 4t3

The Fall of France

The Vichy Government
Under the terms of the armistice, Germany occupied northern and

wcstem France. unoccupied France was ruled by a collaborationist
grvcmment, headed by p6tain, with its capital at Vichy in central
I;rance.

The Free French
On the eve of lhe French surrender, General Charles de Gaulle(llJ9o-1970) went to London, where he established the Free French

nrovcment, a government-in_exile committed to continuing the war.

The Battles of Britain and the Aflantic

I hc llattle of Britain

Aflter the fall of France, Great Britain stood alone in the struggle
rr1i,r rrrst Hitler's Germany.

't'he RAF Against the Luftwaffe
Ilitlcr began planning for Operation Sea Lion, his invasion ofI rrl ' l;rrrd. In order for the Germans to raunch this invasion, it would be



The Bomhing of British Citics

Frustrated in their effort to win control of the air' the Germans

bombed London and ottreigritish cities in l.9ffort 
to desroy industry

""J'i" 
*..r."n civilian morale' The effort failed'

Hitler's Divercion to Russic

Hitler w as not undulv troubled bv his f ailtt: 
"'n:-":ijt: ll "l1it;

'r,lJT;1'##";ii'"-!;:,1*::*"*il"?:':ll''"ff 
n;:

"tJ"il""JiltiJnffi r"''er-o'iui'.o""TPfl ?*i;li:T3:l':l:l:lnvolveornlrrsPr 'u[ur ' : ; ; ; ;#- ; ; t t tuof1941'Hebel ievedthatthe
Soviet union scheduled tor me spnng ur 

-']ll l.,^ .---" rf rhev rlitisovret unrurr rturrws"**'^::^r;: 
ll"u""rr.,"" on his terms' If they did

gii,irn might soon be forced.to Ttry 
p"=T:-"j 

^a ̂ n^6rhc snvie.rs hzd
ilfiil#'i:1,tffi;;;^il;; f*ioi*"nder once the soviets had
been defeated.

The Battle of the Atlantic

Ttr.e German submarine fleet in the North tiitlt lt::T::i,:
serious threat to Great Britain' The ability of the British to remaln rn

the war depended on i*pottt of loof.anf 
war materials' but German

submarines *.r" ,inti,lf'erii"o shipping faster than it could bc

replaced.

American Aid to GreatBritain

Foll ow in g the f all o f Franc e'. th" U^1'i"1 S 
?::,1 1i":::.::*::trill;

"" J :J il;i#;fi . ;" i "0 ""i*r 1 e40''P u ryl -t :i:: -:?::-tiiiln:"iffi ffi ;#il;;ifr "s'i'i'nin-exchange-rorTf Y-":'::J::fl
iJlJJ'fi,ii'ilfiil;il'ilweste1H:3i'l^k'i:^.T*1:'i:Tl$
ffTt"ffiH ilffi;;;;'d the hesid*l': l-Yld:^*":;illAct oI Ivritrurr LTaL 4u 'tal io the defense of
r""""V whose defense the President d""1:-u^tr^-^- 

r^ nnnvov Bri
b",il#r,;;;;:,ffi;ffii, e*"ri.un ships began ro convov Briti

Allied Victory in the Athntic

The Second World War 4gs

The War in the Mediterranean

North African Campaigns

Italian Failures in Africa

Ilontmel's Campaign

ltrrrrrrl l  latc 1941 and early 1942, the Brit ish again moved into!;i,, r r\rr Axis counterattack pushed them back, ho*"uer, and by


