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The Second World War

Time Line

Germany invades Poland

Great Britain and France declare war on
Germany

The Germans conquer Denmark and Norway

The Germans overrun the Neth i
erlands, Bel
and Luxembourg Cem

Italy enters the war as Germany’s ally
France signs an armistice with Germany

The German Lufiwaffe begi
e iffe begins the Battle of
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1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

The Italians invade Egypt and Greece

The Germans send Rommel’s Afrika Korps to
North Africa

The Germans overrun Yugoslavia and Greece
Germany invades the Soviet Union
The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

i ttle
The Red Army defeats the Germans in the Ba
of Moscow

The Japanese take the Philippines and advance
into Southeast Asia

1
i i d on Guadalcanal,
rican marines land dalcana g
ger;i?ming the island-hopping campaign 1n
Pacific

i rth
American and British forces land in French No
Africa

Roosevelt and Churchill meet at Casablanca
i feat
The Battle of Stalingrad ends in a German defe

. .. .
German and Italian forces 1n Tunisia surrende:
the Allies

. . d
American and British troops invade Sicily an
Italy

i an
Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Teher.

. con of
The Western Allies launch the invasion
Normandy

* 2 e
General Douglas MacArthur’s troops land in th
Philippines

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Yalta

Germany surrenders
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The last of the wartime Big Three conferences

meets in Potsdam

Japan surrenders

The Second World War was truly
years, from 1939 to 1942, the

a global conflict. During its first

Axis powers—Germany, Italy, and
Japan—won a series of impressi

Asia, and the Pacific. Then the t

the United States, Great Britain,
lo victory.

Hitler’s March of Conquest, 1939-194(
The Polish Campaign
The Second World War began with

on September 1, 1939, and the Briti
on Germany two days later.

ve viclories in Europe, North A ica,
ide began to turn as the Allies, led by
and the Soviet Union, pushed forward

Germany's attack on Poland
sh and French declarations of war

In their onslaught against Poland, the
Germans demonstrated the effe

ctiveness of their Blitzkrieg (“lightning
ks and airplanes to support the infantry.
» Poland was crushed. In accordance with his pact
with Hitler, Stalin invaded Poland from the east on September 17. At
the end of the month, the Germans and Soviets partitioned Poland.

The Soviet Sphere of Influence

While the Soviets stood apart from the main conflict, they moved
to cstablish a sphere of influence in Eastern Europe.

On November 30, 1939, the Soviet Union began the Winter War
against Finland. While the Finns resisted with bravery and determina-
tion, they could not repel the overwhelming power of the Red Army.
When the war ended in March 1940, Finland was forced to cede some
16,000 square miles of territory

to the Soviet Union, primaril y inKarelia
near the Soviet city of Leningrad.

In the spring of 1940, the Soviets annexed the Baltic states (Estonia,
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Latvia, and Lithuania). They also forced Rumania to cede the province
of Bessarabia.

The Phony War

The war in the West during the winter of 1939-1940 became known
as the Phony War. Hitler did not carry out his anticipated offensive
against France, nor did the Anglo-French Allies move against Germany.
From their experience in World War I, the French had concluded that
in a future war the advantage would lie with the defense. They had built
the Maginot Line, a line of fortifications along their frontier with
Germany, and hoped to be able to repulse a German aitack.

Hitler’s Scandinavian Campaign

On April 9, 1940, the Germans invaded Denmark and Norway.
This move into Scandinavia was designed to provide a secure route for
the shipment of iron ore from neutral Sweden through Norway’s coastal
waters to Germany.

The Germans occupied Denmark almost immediately. In Norway,
the Germans had the assistance of Vidkun Quisling (1887-1945),a pro-
Nazi Norwegian, whose name quickly became a synonym for traitor.
The British failed in their effort to relieve Norway.

Britain’s failure in Scandinavia led to a debate in the House of
Commons on Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain ’s conduct of the war.
Facing considerable opposition, Chamberlain stepped down. On May
10, 1940, Winston Churchill (1874-1965) became prime minister.
Earlier, in March, Paul Reynaud (1878-1966) had replaced Edouard
Daladier (1884-1970) as France’s premier.

The War in the West, 1940

On May 10, 1940, Hitler’s long-awaited assault on Western Europe
began, as the Germans overran Luxembourg and invaded the Nether-
lands and Belgium. The attack on the Low Countries outflanked the
Maginot Line.

Surrender of the Netherlands and Belgium
Once again, the German Blitzkrieg proved irresistible. The Nether-
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La;]af-sg 26,141_1 zllf Lzr five days. When Belgium surrendered at the end of May
led army was left stranded along the Belgian-Fi ’
near the English Channel. Between M Tone:t e Bty
. nel. ay 26 and June 4, the Briti
suc_:qeeded in evacuating some 338,000 troops, two-thirds i)f rtLUSh
British, from the beaches of Dunkirk, .
The Fall of France

e On June 5, the Battle of France began. On June 10, Italy entered

o \A:;réla?egefl the war b.egan, Italy, unprepared to fight a major war

e ' its nonbelligerency. Mussolini had grown jealous oé
i 6(1; s gains, however, and wanted to share in the spoils of victory

- Sor:I .ll ltlmacni;z, 1}1;: Gerllgans took Paris. The French government h;id
°d south, on June 16, after the French cabinet decided

armistice, Premier Reynaud resigne 2 l S
i gned. France’s new go

Ima@cc_l by _Marshal Henri Philippe Pétain (1856—1951)g :_emfgem,

armistice with the Germans on June 22. i

The Vichy Government

wcstg:]d;; alhe terrlr}s of the armistice, Germany occupied northern and

nce. Unoccupied France was ruled b i

' a collaborationist

povernment, headed by Pétai ith i ial a¢ Vi i "

E>verm y Pétain, with its capital at Vichy in central
The Free French

(1892))111 317% eve of the French surrender, General Charles de Gaulle
,,. ) went to Lonfion, where he established the Free French
vement, a government-in-exile committed to continuing the war

The Battles of Britain and the Atlantic
I'he Battle of Britain

After the fall of France, Great Britai
s rita i
agnst Hitler’s Germany. et R s

I'he RAF Against the Luftwaffe

Hi : .
" .|A.h,l:cr1 began planning for Operation Sea Lion, his invasion of
pland. In order for the Germans to launch this invasion, it would be
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necessary for the Luftwaffe, the German air force, to win control of the
air space over the English Channel and southern England. During the
first phase of the Battle of Britain, in August and September 1940, the
Luftwaffe attempted to destroy Britain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) and its
bases. The RAF benefited from both the courage and determination of

its pilots and from the newly invented radar wamning system. The
Germans suffered heavy losses.

The Bombing of British Cities

Frustrated in their effort to win control of the air, the Germans
bombed London and other British cities in an effort to destroy industry
and to weaken civilian morale. The effort failed.

Hitler’s Diversion to Russia

Hitler was not unduly troubled by his failure in the Battle of Britain.
By the late summer of 1940, the Nazi leader was already deeply
involved in his planning for Operation Barbarossa, the invasion of the
Soviet Union scheduled for the spring of 1941. He believed that the
British might soon be forced to make peace on his terms. If they did
not, they would have no choice but to surrender once the Soviets had

been defeated.

The Battle of the Atlantic

The German submarine fleet in the North Atlantic presented 2
serious threat to Great Britain. The ability of the British to remain in
the war depended on imports of food and war materials, but German
submarines were sinking Allied shipping faster than it could be

replaced.

American Aid to Great Britain

Following the fall of France, the United States increased its assiss
tance to Great Britain. In September 1940, the United States gave fifty
old American destroyers to the British in exchange for ninety-nine-year
leases on British bases in the Western Hemisphere. The Lend-Leass
Act of March 1941 authorized the President to provide aid to “any
country whose defense the President deems vital to the defense of th
United States.” In September, American ships began to convoy Briti
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ships in the North Atlanti i
: lic, and during S
subm : g September and Oct
Fﬁ;i:izagnﬁxgrf American destroyer and attacked u:; Zhg:;rman
; merican entry i . :
U : y into the war in Dec
nited States stepped up its efforts in the Battle of theezi):;tilf“ ch

Allied Victory in the Atlantic

T : o
- 1923%2 i:;rlung point in L_hc Battle of the Atlantic came in Novem

mnsuuc{i{m Themonth in whlch the Allied loss of ships exceeded ne :

o st sut-)m _ second came in May 1943, the first time the Germa o

o AL arines thar} they were able to put into service "

ory in the Atlantic made possible the unimpeded sh-ipmem of

The War in the Mediterranean

North African Campaigns
Italian Failures in Africa

ltaly’s entry into the w

v ar endangered Briti

Medite gered British control .

||..-.l. I&:E:e?nL ‘{)n Scplembcr 1940, the Italians invadc:fEmc ela?lcm

diove the i);l I']d 1bya, hoping to advance to the Suez Canal T%?B ish
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oo p occupying Italian Somaliland, Eritrea, and

Rommel’s Campaign

In order to stave off a i
n ltalian collapse in North Afri
LIRS e i Af
a; .I.I.I- I,l I:: t.?arl)_/ 1941, dispatched the Afrika Korps commaglgzzi l;wF('}ep
- |‘u.: ],n;;l(;l Rom‘rncl (1891-1944), nicknamed the Desert Fix lc:d
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rshi }_mkans : dack into Egypl. At this point, Hitler was commiue(i
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