EUROPEAN HISTORY
Section II

Part A

(Suggested writing time – 45 minutes)

Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-10. The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise. Write your answer on the lined pages of the Section II free response booklet. (Use notebook paper)

This question is designed to test your ability to work with an d understand historical documents. Write an essay that:

· Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT simply restate the question.

· Discusses a majority of the documents individually and specifically.

· Demonstrates an understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents.

· Supports the thesis with appropriate interpretation of a majority of the documents.

· Analyzes the documents by explicitly grouping them in at least three appropriate ways.

· Takes into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ points of view.

You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents.

1. Question: Evaluate the attitudes of Western European countries and the U.S. toward imperialism and the response of indigenous people to imperialism.
Historical Background: European powers had been acquiring overseas possessions since the 1500s. By the mid-1800s, fueled by the Industrial Revolution and nationalism, these powers embarked on more aggressive efforts to control resources in distant areas.
Document 1

Source: Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany: Speech to the North German Regatta

Association, 1901

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1901kaiser.html

In spite of the fact that we have no such fleet as we should have, we have

conquered for ourselves a place in the sun. It will now be my task to see to it that

this place in the sun shall remain our undisputed possession, in order that the sun's

rays may fall fruitfully upon our activity and trade in foreign parts, that our

industry and agriculture may develop within the state and our sailing sports upon

the water, for our future lies upon the water.

Document 2

Source: John A. Hobson (18581940), an English economist, wrote one of the

most famous critiques of the economic bases of imperialism in 1902

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1902hobson.html

It was this sudden demand for foreign markets for manufactures and for investments

which was avowedly responsible for the adoption of Imperialism as a political policy....

They needed Imperialism because they desired to use the public resources of their

country to find profitable employment for their capital which otherwise would be

superfluous....

Every improvement of methods of production, every concentration of ownership and

control, seems to accentuate the tendency. As one nation after another enters the machine

economy and adopts advanced industrial methods, it becomes more difficult for its

manufacturers, merchants, and financiers to dispose profitably of their economic

resources, and they are tempted more and more to use their Governments in order to

secure for their particular use some distant undeveloped country by annexation and

protection.

The process, we may be told, is inevitable, and so it seems upon a superficial inspection.

Everywhere appear excessive powers of production, excessive capital in search of

investment. It is admitted by all business men that the growth of the powers of production

in their country exceeds the growth in consumption, that more goods can be produced

than can be sold at a profit, and that more capital exists than can find remunerative

investment.

It is this economic condition of affairs that forms the taproot of Imperialism. If the

consuming public in this country raised its standard of consumption to keep pace with

every rise of productive powers, there could be no excess of goods or capital clamorous

to use Imperialism in order to find markets: foreign trade would indeed exist....

Document 3

Source: Jules Ferry was twice prime minister of France, from [1880-1881, 1883-1885].

He is especially remembered for championing laws that removed Catholic influence from

most education in France and for promoting a vast extension of the French colonial

empire.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1884ferry.html

The policy of colonial expansion is a political and economic system ... that can be

connected to three sets of ideas: economic ideas; the most far-reaching ideas of

civilization; and ideas of a political and patriotic sort.

In the area of economics, I am placing before you, with the support of some statistics, the

considerations that justify the policy of colonial expansion, as seen from the perspective
of a need, felt more and more urgently by the industrialized population of Europe and

especially the people of our rich and hardworking country of France: the need for outlets

[for exports].

…this policy of colonial expansion was inspired by the fact that a navy such as ours

cannot do without safe harbors, defenses, supply centers on the high seas . Are you

unaware of this? Look at a map of the world.

Gentlemen, these are considerations that merit the full attention of patriots. The

conditions of naval warfare have greatly changed . At present, as you know, a warship,

however perfect its design, cannot carry more than two weeks' supply of coal; and a

vessel without coal is a wreck on the high seas, abandoned to the first occupier. Hence

the need to have places of supply, shelters, ports for defense and provisioning. And that is

why we needed Tunisia; that is why we needed Saigon and Indochina; that is why we

need Madagascar... and why we shall never leave them! ... Gentlemen, in Europe such as

it is today, in this competition of the many rivals we see rising up around us, some by

military or naval improvements, others by the prodigious development of a constantly

growing population; in a Europe, or rather in a universe thus constituted, a policy of

withdrawal or abstention is simply the high road to decadence!

Document 4

Theodore Roosevelt, 1904–Policy Toward Other Nations of the Western Hemisphere

http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/us-relations/roosevelt-corollary.htm

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as

regards the other nations of the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare.

All that this country desires is to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly, and

prosperous. Any country whose people conduct themselves well can count upon our

hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows how to act with reasonable efficiency

and decency in social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its obligations, it

need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence

which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in America, as

elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, …every nation,

whether in America or anywhere else, which desires to maintain its freedom, its

independence, must ultimately realize that the right of such independence can not be

separated from the responsibility of making good use of it.

Document 5

Source: Josiah Strong on Anglo-Saxon Predominance, 1891

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/protected/strong.htm

It is not necessary to argue to those for whom I write that the two great needs of mankind,

that all men may be lifted up into the light of the highest Christian civilization, are, first, a

pure, spiritual Christianity, and second, civil liberty. Without controversy, these are the
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forces which, in the past, have contributed most to the elevation of the human race, and

they must continue to be, in the future, the most efficient ministers to its progress. It

follows, then, that the Anglo-Saxon, as the great representative of these two ideas, the

despositary of these two greatest blessings, sustains peculiar relations to the world's

future, is divinely commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his brother's keeper. …Again,

another marked characteristic of the Anglo-Saxon is what may be called an instinct or

genius for colonizing. His unequaled energy, his indomitable perseverance, and his

personal independence, made him a pioneer. He excels all others in pushing his way into

new countries. It was those in whom this tendency was strongest that came to America,

and this inherited tendency has been further developed by the westward sweep of

successive generations across the continent. So noticeable has this characteristic become

that English visitors remark it. Charles Dickens once said that the typical American

would hesitate to enter heaven unless assured that he could go farther west.

Document 6

Source: A. Supan, Die territoriale Entwicklung der Euroaischen Kolonien (Gotha,

1906), p. 254

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pol116/colonies.htm

(1900)

Region Percentage Controlled

Africa 90.4%

Polynesia 98.9%

Asia 56.5%

Australia 100.0%

Americas 27.2%

Document 7

Source: Lin Zexu’s “Letter of Advice to Queen Victoria” was written before the outbreak

of the Opium Wars

http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/ChinaDragon/lin_xexu.html

A communication: magnificently our great Emperor soothes and pacifies China and the

foreign countries, regarding all with the same kindness. If there is profit, then he shares it

with the peoples of the world; if there is harm, then he removes it on behalf of the world.

This is because he takes the mind of heaven and earth as his mind.

The kings of your honorable country by a tradition handed down from generation to

generation have always been noted for their politeness and submissiveness. We have read

your successive tributary memorials saying, "In general our countrymen who go to trade

in China have always received His Majesty the Emperor's gracious treatment and equal

justice." and so on. Privately we are delighted with the way in which the honorable rulers

of your country deeply understand the grand principles and are grateful for the Celestial

grace. For this reason the Celestial Court in soothing those from afar has redoubled its

polite and kind treatment. The profit from trade has been enjoyed by them continuously

for two hundred years. This is the source from which your country has become known for

its wealth.

But after a long period of commercial intercourse, there appear among the crowd of

barbarians both good persons and bad, unevenly. Consequently there are those who

smuggle opium to seduce the Chinese people and so cause the spread of the poison to all

provinces. Such persons who only care to profit themselves, and disregard their harm to

others, are not tolerated by the laws of heaven and are unanimously hated by human

beings. His Majesty the Emperor, upon hearing of this, is in a towering rage. He has

especially sent me, his commissioner, to come to Kwangtung [Guangdong], and together

with the governor-general and governor jointly to investigate and settle this matter.

Document 8

Source: Mohandas Gandhi wrote the following in 1909 about British rule in India.

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/gandhi.html

To them I would respectfully say: "I admit you are my rulers. It is not necessary to debate

the question whether you hold India by the sword or by my consent. I have no objection

to your remaining in my country, but although you are the rulers; you will have to remain

as servants of the people. It is not we who have to do as you wish, but it is you who have

to do as we wish. You may keep the riches that you have drained away from this land, but

you may not drain riches henceforth. Your function will be, if you so wish, to police

India; you must abandon the idea of deriving any commercial benefit from us. We hold

the civilization that you support to be the reverse of civilization. We consider our

civilization to be far superior to yours. If you realize this truth, it will be to your

advantage and, if you do not, according to your own proverb, you should only live in our
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country in the same manner as we do. You must not do anything that is contrary to our

religions. It is your duty as rulers that for the sake of the Hindus you should eschew beef,

and for the sake of Mahomedans you should avoid bacon and ham. We have hitherto said

nothing because we have been cowed down, but you need not consider that you have not

hurt our feelings by your conduct. We are not expressing our sentiments either through

base selfishness or fear, but because it is our duty now to speak out boldly. We consider

your schools and courts to be useless. We want our own ancient schools and courts to be

restored. The common language of India is not English but Hindi. You should, therefore,

learn it. We can hold communication with you only in our national language.

Document 9

Source: Sarojini Naidu, an Indian nationalist, 1920.

http://college.hmco.com/history/world/resources/students/primary/naidu.htm

I speak to you today as standing arraigned because of the blood-guiltiness of those

who have committed murder in my country. I need not go into the details. But I

am going to speak to you as a woman about the wrongs committed against my

sisters. Englishmen, you who pride yourselves upon your chivalry, you who hold

more precious than your imperial treasures the honour and chastity of your

women, will you sit still and leave unavenged the dishonour, and the insult and

agony inflicted upon the veiled women of the Punjab?

The minions of Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy, and his martial authorities rent the

veil from the faces of the women of the Punjab. Not only were men mown down

as if they were grass that is born to wither; but they tore asunder the cherished

Purdah,1 that innermost privacy of the chaste womanhood of India. My sisters

were stripped naked, they were flogged, they were outraged. These policies left

your British democracy betrayed, dishonored, for no dishonor clings to the

martyrs who suffered, but to the tyrants who inflicted the tyranny and pain.

Should they hold their Empire by dishonoring the women of another nation or

lose it out of chivalry for their honor and chastity? The Bible asked, "What shall it

profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" You deserve no

Empire. You have lost your soul; you have the stain of blood-guiltiness upon you;

no nation that rules by tyranny is free; it is the slave of its own despotism.

Document 10

Source: Late 19th c political cartoon by Lustige Blatter.

http://www.boondocksnet.com/cartoons/mcc236.html

Chamberlain: “The lowest corner down yonder, must be painted red!”

Queen Victoria paints South Africa with blood
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